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Overview
Paperless Music manages your music from practice to performance. It’s your mobile music
library.
There are two main concepts: music documents and collections.
Music Documents: A music document can be based on a PDF file, can include images
from the camera or photos, or can be a combination of both.
Collections: A collection is a grouping of music. Collections can be used for just about
anything, including gigs, practice sessions, recitals, set lists, and more.
Within a music document, one or more sections can be created. A Section is a group of
pages within a document that has its own title, composer, and more, just like is possible with
a document. Dividing a document into sections is perfect for fake books, song books, and
scores with multiple movements.
Collections are simple and flexible, can be large or small, and can be quickly created and
deleted. Any document or section can be added to a collection. The same document or
section can appear in more than one collection, or even more than once in a single
collection. When a collection is deleted, its music is not deleted. When a document or
section is deleted, it is automatically removed from all collections in which it appeared.
Music documents and collections are experienced within the Viewer, which provides an
environment and tools for both practicing and performing.

Music
The Music screen provides access to all of
your documents. As your library grows into
the hundreds or even thousands, you can
quickly find the music you’re looking for
using search, sort, and other filtering
options.

Search
Type in the search field to find music in your
library. As you type, music with a matching
title, composer, or description is displayed.
You can also search outside the app using
Spotlight on the main iOS home screen.

Sort
By default, music is sorted by date, which
means any time you bring up the viewer,
that music will move to the top of the library.
You can also sort by title or composer.

Genres
Tap “All Genres” to filter on a specific genre. Genres are created in
the Edit Music screen, and can be deleted there or in this view by
swiping left.
The “Uncategorized” genre represents music that has no assigned
genre.

Keys
Tap “All Keys” to filter on a specific key, such as “C Major.” In
addition to major and minor, all modern modes are supported,
which can be accessed by swiping left.

Actions
Long press any document icon to display options for editing,
duplicating, sharing, and deleting.
Or tap “Select” to begin multi-select mode, then share, delete,
create a collection, or edit the genres of the selected documents.
When sharing more than one document, a “document set” is
created, which is a convenient way to send multiple documents to
another device.

Adding Music
There are several ways to add music to your library. The types of files that can be added
include PDF files, Paperless Music documents (.papmusdoc), document sets (.papmusdcs),
and collections (.papmuscol).
1. Use another iOS app like Files, Safari, or
a third party app like Dropbox. Within the
app, view the file, then share it with
Paperless Music.
2. Within Paperless Music, navigate to the
Music screen, tap the + button, then
“Add from Files.” This lets you import
from the Files app. You can import files
from any source that’s available to the
Files app, such as files from your device,
from iCloud, or from third party apps like
Dropbox. You can select a single file or
multiple files to import them all at once.
3. In the same menu, “Add from Web,”
which allows you to maintain a list of
favorite websites and launch Safari where
files can be opened into Paperless Music.
4. In the same menu, “New from Camera or
Photos,” which allows you to import
images from the camera or your photos.
5. Receive one or more files over AirDrop. When another device sends files, the receiving
device will open Paperless Music if needed, then add them.

Editing Music
The Edit Music screen appears after adding a PDF file or by long pressing a document in the
Music screen (followed by Edit).
There are options for entering the title,
composer, genres, key, duration, track, web
link, and notes. All fields are optional,
although it’s a good idea to at least enter a
title.
Track: Any audio track from the Music app
on your device can be selected. This
includes music available through Apple
Music if you have a subscription. To select a
track from Apple Music, first make sure that
you’ve added it to the Music app. Then it
will be available to select in Paperless
Music. Once you’ve selected a track, you
can play it back here or in the viewer.
In the lower part of the screen, a page can
be moved to another position by
momentarily holding and then dragging.
Tapping a page displays a menu with three
options:
Edit Image: This displays an interface for
performing non-destructive cropping and
realtime filtering of brightness, contrast, and
saturation.
Duplicate: A page can be duplicated, which can be a convenient alternative to repeat signs
(just proceed forward and avoid jumps).
Delete: Deletes the page.
Tapping “Add Page” allows a new page to be added from the camera, from photos, or from
the original PDF file (if applicable). A blank page can also be inserted, allowing for text or
drawing on a clean slate.

Editing Sections
A Section is a group of pages within a
document that has its own title, composer,
and more, just like is possible with a
document. Dividing a document into
sections is perfect for fake books, song
books, and scores with multiple
movements.
To edit a document’s sections, select “Edit
Sections” from the menu on the Edit Music
screen, which brings up the Sections screen.
To add a section, tap the + button.
To edit or delete a section, tap the menu button on the right side of the row and select the
appropriate action.

Collections
A collection is a grouping of music. The
Collections screen displays all of the
collections in your library.

Search
Type in the search field to find collections in
your library. As you type, collections with a
matching title are displayed. A collection’s
documents and sections are also
considered when matching.

View Mode
A collection can contain a lot of music. By
default, only the first few documents are
displayed in list form on the Collections
screen. To show more music or to display
only the collection titles, select a diﬀerent
view mode.

Sort
By default, collections are sorted in a custom way, allowing you to control the order by
tapping “Edit” in the upper right corner of the screen and then dragging the right side of a
collection row up or down. You can also sort by date or title.

Tags
One or more tags can be applied to any collection, allowing you to
organize collections in a way that’s similar to how genres are used
to organize your music.
Tap “All Tags” to filter on a specific tag. Tags are created in the Edit
Collection screen, and can be deleted there or in this view by
swiping left.
The “Uncategorized” tag represents collections that have no
assigned tag.

Actions
To see a list of actions that can be performed on a collection, tap
the menu button on the right side of the collection row.
Options include the ability to edit, duplicate, share, or delete a
collection.

Adding Collections
There are several ways to add a collection to your library.
1. Navigate to the Collections screen, then tap the + button.
2. Navigate to the Music screen and select one or more documents, then choose the
“Create Collection” option from the action menu.
3. Navigate to the Music screen, tap the + button, then “Add from Files.” This lets you
import a collection file (.papmuscol) from the Files app. You can select a single file or
multiple files to import them all at once.

4. Use another iOS app like Files or Safari to view a collection file, then share it with
Paperless Music.
5. Receive a collection file over AirDrop. When another device sends the file, the receiving
device will open Paperless Music if needed, then add the collection.

Editing Collections
To edit a collection, navigate to the
Collections screen, then tap the button on
the right side of the row and select “Edit.”
There are options for entering the title and
configuring the tags.
To add a document or section to a
collection, tap the + button. Within the list of
music, tap an item to add it to the collection.
The same item can be added more than
once.
Music can be moved to another position by
momentarily holding and then dragging.
To remove an item from the collection, tap
its red circle.

Sharing
Sharing Music
To share a document, long press its icon,
then select “Share” from the menu.
Two formats are supported.
1. Paperless Music Document. This
format is preferred for sharing with
other users of Paperless Music. All
information is preserved in its native
format.
2. PDF. Choose this for general purpose
sharing and printing.

When sharing a PDF-based document, a third option appears to share the original PDF file.
After tapping “Share,” the options supported by your device will appear.
If your device supports AirDrop and another device has Paperless Music installed, you can
easily send music directly to the other app.
To share more than one document, a
“document set” can be created by first
tapping “Select” to begin multi-select mode,
then by tapping the documents you want to
share.
Document sets make it easy to transfer
music to another device, especially using
AirDrop.

Sharing Collections
To share a collection, tap the menu button
on the right side of the row and select
“Share.”
Similar to sharing documents and document
sets, there is an option to include or omit the
annotations found within the collection’s
music.
After tapping “Share,” the options
supported by your device will appear.

The Viewer
The viewer is where you see and interact with your music and collections.

A Few Basics
1. The viewer automatically disables the screen from shutting oﬀ so you never have to
worry during a performance. Outside the viewer, the screen is allowed to shut oﬀ.
2. When the hand is active (next to the drawing tools), tap the middle of the screen to
show or hide the controls. Zoom in or out with two fingers. When zoomed in, tap the
screen to zoom out.

3. In a collection or a document with multiple sections, tap the title bar to see the list of
music, then tap an item to jump to that location.

4. To view or edit the details of a document or document section, select “Document Info”
or “Section Info” from the menu.

Scrolling and Layout
There are two ways to scroll and lay out music: horizontally and vertically.
1. In horizontal scrolling mode, pages move left and right.
2. In vertical scrolling mode, pages move up and down. There are two ways to vertically
lay out pages:
In full height layout, each page retains its full height.
In compact layout, each page is reduced to its original height.
With some music, there isn’t a noticeable diﬀerence between full height and compact
layout. But music that is landscape (wide) in nature can benefit from compact layout

because the extra space at the top and bottom of each page can be removed, allowing
more content to fit on the screen.
These scrolling and layout options are configured independently for each orientation of your
device’s screen. This means that when your device is in portrait (tall) mode, it can have a
diﬀerent type of scrolling and layout than when your device is in landscape (wide) mode.
Landscape Zoom
When your device is in landscape mode, the “Landscape Zoom”
setting aﬀects how wide each page is. This applies to both
horizontal and vertical scrolling modes.
In horizontal scrolling mode, a value of 0% shows two or more
pages side-by-side. As the zoom value increases, the width of each
page increases until only a single page is visible at 100%. The
pages are vertically centered so that the middle of each page is
always in view.
In vertical scrolling mode, a value of 0% shows one or more pages. As the zoom value
increases, the width of each page approaches the width of the screen.

Page Turning
While viewing music, there are many ways to turn the page.
1. In horizontal scrolling mode, swipe left or right. When more than one page is visible, a
larger swipe turns more than one page.
2. In vertical scrolling mode, swipe up or down. A small swipe scrolls half the screen
height. A larger swipe scrolls one full screen.
3. Move the slider. In horizontal scrolling mode, the slider is at the bottom of the screen.
In vertical scrolling mode, it’s at the right edge.
4. Use a Bluetooth page turning device. The app responds to left/right, up/down, page
up/down, and space/return keystrokes.
5. If Tap Zones are enabled, tap the edge of the screen.
6. Use Links.
7. Use Facial Gestures.

Settings
Facial Gestures
If your device has a TrueDepth camera, you can move your face and head to turn pages or

follow links.
From the viewer’s Settings screen, select “Facial Gestures.” There, you can choose from
eight diﬀerent gestures, each of which can be assigned the action of your choice. For
example, you can set up blinking your right eye to turn the page forward.
Make sure your face is visible to the camera, and for best results don’t sit or stand too far
away. There can be more than one face visible to the camera, but yours must be closest and
near the center.
Apple Pencil: Enter Drawing Mode
When enabled, writing on a page with the Apple Pencil will automatically enter drawing
mode.
iOS itself has Apple Pencil settings that apply to all apps. For example, the Pencil’s double
tap action can be configured in the main Settings app. Paperless Music responds to these
settings as well.
Open to Last Viewed Page
Normally, when opening a music document or collection in the viewer, the first page
becomes visible. This setting aﬀects whether or not the last viewed page becomes visible
instead.
Note: If the Music screen’s view mode is icon (rather than list), each document icon can be
swiped left and right to flip through the pages. Then when the page is tapped, it becomes
visible in the viewer regardless of the value of this setting.
PDF Import: Use Filename
Normally, when importing a PDF file, its title rather than filename is used for the music
document title. When importing one PDF file at a time, if the title and filename are diﬀerent,
the title can be tapped to choose the desired value. This setting aﬀects which value is used
by default. Also, when importing a group of PDF files, this setting aﬀects which value to use
for each document in the group.
Tap Zones
When tap zones are enabled, tap the edge of the screen to turn the page forward or back.
In horizontal scrolling mode, tap the right edge of the screen to turn the page. Tap the left
edge to go back.
In vertical scrolling mode, tap the bottom edge to advance by half of the screen height. Tap
the top edge to go back.
Quickly tap several times in a row to keep turning the page.
Some elements on a page might also respond to taps, such as links. Those elements always

have priority. For example, if you tap a link and that link is in a tap zone, the link will be
followed rather than the page being turned.

Drawing Tools
The drawing tools include the pencil, highlighter, eraser, and the hand.
When the pencil, highlighter, or eraser tool is selected, the top bar
can be moved out of the way to make more room. Simply tap the
up arrow, then when finished, tap the down arrow to restore the top
bar.

Pencil
Tap the pencil to begin drawing. Tap it again to display color and
size options.

Highlighter
Just like the pencil, tap to begin highlighting, and tap again for
color and size options.

Eraser
The eraser removes pencil and highlighter markings. Tap it again for
additional options.

Hand
The hand prevents drawing and erasing. It’s the “safe” tool, and is
automatically selected after fully zooming out, or after adding a link
or text.

Text
Tap the text icon to add text to the current page.
Insert newline characters (press return) to have the text wrap onto
more than one line. When text wraps, the justification options aﬀect
its alignment (left, center, right).
To edit, move, rotate, or delete existing text, long press, then select an action.

Symbols
Symbols are common musical annotations like fingerings,
dynamics, and accidentals. To add a symbol, choose a size and
color, then drag a symbol onto the page.
After a symbol is added to a page, the symbols view remains open, making it easy to add
additional symbols. When finished, tap outside the symbols view to dismiss, or select
another tool.
To move, rotate, or delete an existing symbol, long press, then select an action.

Links
Links let you jump or scroll to another location in the music. They
are great for music with repeats or codas, and they oﬀer a powerful
way to automatically scroll music at a pace that works best for you.
To create a link, tap the link icon, then tap a location in the music to
set the link’s beginning, which is where the jump begins, and is
indicated with an arrow.
To finish creating the link, tap a location in the music to set the
link’s end, which is the destination, and is indicated with a smaller
red arrow.
While performing, tap the arrow to follow the link. Tapping the
smaller red arrow has no eﬀect because it simply indicates the destination.
Long press either arrow for a menu of options.
Delay
A link can have a delay, so that tapping the link doesn’t immediately take eﬀect. This helps in
situations where your hands are busy at the spot where a page turn is needed, but your
hands are free moments earlier. Links with delays appear blue.
Scroll Duration
A link can also have a scroll duration. When a duration is set, the link will automatically scroll
rather than jump to the end. A link with a scroll duration has a square shape.
It’s not uncommon to need to pause scrolling. Perhaps you or the leader of your group
wants to pause the rehearsal or go back a few measures. There are several ways to pause
scrolling, including:
Scroll the screen a tiny amount with your finger.
Bring up a menu.

Select a tool in the toolbar.
Tap the screen (if needed) to show the controls, then tap the pause button.
Once you are ready to resume, tap the play button.

Metronome
The metronome makes the tempo evident through sound, visuals,
or both. It is a highly accurate, low latency beat keeping device.
The tempo and accent you select become associated with the
current music. In a collection, as you progress through the music,
the metronome adjusts to match your settings.
To set the tempo, adjust the slider, tap a plus or minus button, or
tap the tempo.
To start the metronome, select an option for Sound, Visual, or both.
Once the metronome is started, you can have it count oﬀ before the
music starts. Counting oﬀ causes the metronome to continue in its
current mode for a given number of beats and then stop. To begin
counting oﬀ, simply tap the button with the desired number of
beats.

Archives
An archive is a complete backup of your
music and collections, allowing for easy
transfer of your data to another device.

Creating
To create an archive, select “Archive” from
the home screen menu.
Once the archive is ready, you can share it.
If your music library is large, be sure to
choose a share option that handles large
files well, such as Files, AirDrop, or a cloudbased service.

Importing
Importing an archive replaces all of your
existing data with the contents of the
archive.
To import an archive:
1. Select “Archive” from the home screen
menu, then tap “Import.” This lets you import an archive file (.papmusarc) from the
Files app.
2. Use another iOS app like Files or Safari to view an archive file, then share it with
Paperless Music.
3. Receive an archive file over AirDrop. When another device sends the file, the receiving
device will open Paperless Music if needed, then process the archive.

